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Corruption. We all pay.




POLITICAL PARTY NAME: __The Green Party/Comhaontas Glas______      AND/OR       CANDIDATE NAME:__________________________________________________  

(This questionnaire can be completed by candidates or a political party on behalf of candidates. Please indicate above) 

CONSTITUENCY: ________________________________________________      CONTACT DETAILS:  Phone ________________________    Email__________________________________


	
Question


	
Yes/No
	Comments

	1. Should all employees/contracted staff in both the public and private sectors have full legal protection for reporting concerns* in good faith? 

*Such concerns would relate to health and safety risks, corruption, fraud, waste, mismanagement, neglect, negligence


	
	The Green Party believes there is a need for strong whistleblowing provisions in all relevant  areas at local and national level to ensure legal protection for toe reporting concerns in good faith.

	2. Should a register of lobbyists be established that allows people to scrutiny all correspondence, sources of finance and expenditure directly used to influence government policy, laws, and regulations?
	
	The Green Party believes it should, and the Programme for Government contains a commitment to consider legislation in this area.  A report on the matter has been carried out by Trinity College Dublin and Dublin City University on behalf of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  At an EU level proposals for regulation of lobbyists are at an advanced stage and our MEP candidates have pledged to support them.


	
3. Do you think the current fee structure for Freedom of Information (FOI) applications and appeals promotes accountability and transparency in government? If not, what solutions do you or your party propose? 
	

Comment Only
	The Green Party believes in keeping fees for FOI to a minimum

	
4. Should bodies such as An Garda Síochána, the Central Bank, Financial Regulator and NAMA be subject to Freedom of Information legislation?
	

	In general, the Green Party believes that the Freedom of Information legislation should be extended and include as many institutions of the state as possible.

	
5. Should the threshold for disclosing political donations to candidates and political parties be reduced, remain unchanged or be increased?
	

Comment 
Only
	The thresholds should be reduced.  Both the Taoiseach and the Minister for the Environment have said that this will happen, and John Gormley will be implementing this commitment as part of the process of establishing an independent Electoral Commission.

	
6. Should elected politicians be able to accept more or less in gifts and non-commercial loans without disclosing them?
	Comment 
Only
	As above

	
7.  Should political parties publish detailed annual accounts and be available to the general public?
	
	At a minimum we believe that political parties should make their accounts available for inspection by the Standards in Public Office Commission.  John Gormley has indicated that  he intends to implement this in the establishment of the Electoral Commission

	
8.  Should T.D.s be required to produce receipts for all official expenses?
	
	We would favour a system where all expenses were on a vouched basis, however it is important that such a system shouldn’t give rise to excessive bureaucracy and administrative cost.

	
9. Should appointments to the Boards of State Bodies be open to public competition and direct oversight by the Oireachtas?  
	

	The Green Party has always adocated that the process of making appointments to state boards be more transparent.  In Government the Green Party has been successful in initiating reforms this area: Minister Eamon Ryan has brought in new provisions in the Broadcasting Act which grant Oireachtas Members a role in recommending members of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. The Green Party believes that more will be done to reform the process. On April 8th Senator Dan Boyle moved the following motion: “That Seanad Éireann, acknowledging that an ongoing examination of State agencies and public bodies is occurring, recognising that those who are and have been appointed to such bodies have done so with the purpose of commitment and the following of principles of strong public service believes that the review should further examine how such appointments can best be made in the future.” 

	10.  Can you list three measures that could be introduced to restore public and investor confidence in our banking system?

	
Comment 
Only 
	We believe that there needs to be a fundamental restructuring of the financial regulation model currently in operation in Ireland. Specifically, we would recommend that 

1. the Financial Regulator be brought within the remit of the Central Banking Commission

2. an international expert with no prior activity in the Irish market to recruited to one of the principal roles of prudential supervision within the new Regulator

3. the monitoring and oversight role of the Member of the Oireachtas be strengthened, including the power to make appointments to the Central Banking Commission rather than remaining in the exclusive gift of the Minister of Finance


            Go raibh maith agat! Thank you for taking part!
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�Questionnaire for Political Parties and Candidates


Survey to assess anti -corruption commitments of political parties and candidates for the Dublin South and Dublin Central by-elections 2009


The purpose of this survey is to share Irish political parties’ and candidates’ views on how best corruption can be prevented and trust built in government, politics and business. There are ten questions in total. All responses will be published on Transparency International Ireland’s website on 3 June 2009. Responses to the questionnaire should be returned to Transparency International Ireland by 30 May 2009. Please contact TI Ireland at � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@transparency.ie" �info@transparency.ie� for further information.












